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Elliott Flight from and the wives and sweethearts the crews 

Knopf. Sept. 273p. $3.95. (III) assemble the operations room “sweat out” the 

Two planes the Air Rescue Service the the surviving plane and its crew. his 

Force fly out from the air base Ashiya, Japan. Their readable novel, Mr. Arnold has admirably caught the 

Mission, save handful survivors drifting this dramatic situation; and the result 

open lifeboat after the sinking Japanese freighter. adventure novel charged with action and suspense. 

message from Royal Air Force plane reports The scene shifts from the planes operating the mis- 

loss one the planes from Ashiya; but the Ashiya operations room, and back again 
break down because weather con- planes. Through the thoughts the characters 


PER 
nee 

Page 
197 
198 
186 
191 
194 
198 
188 
198 
199 
199 
199 
199 
200 
200 
200 
200 
201 


186 


involved—the men aboard the planes, and the women 
left behind—the author has woven tangled skein 
through which the past brought vividly life, 
each person relives the significant moments his 
her life. 

Arnold particularly satisfactory his descriptions 
the rescue operations. former Air Force officer, 
betrays intimate knowledge the techniques and 
skills involved sea-air rescue attempt. Equally ad- 
mirable his attempt get beneath the surface 
racial tensions and hates brought about the juxta- 
position two differing cultures: the Oriental and the 
Western. quite obvious that has made every 
effort understand the old, stylized traditions the 
Japanese; and writes Japanese culture with sym- 
pathy and understanding. 

regrettable that Mr. Arnold has seen fit, however, 
treat the whole question sexual morality with 
completely amoral outlook. His acceptance the 
idea extra-marital intimacies normal and natural 
is, course, only line with contemporary trends 
the novel; but insistence upon this theme throughout 
the book makes necessary limit Flight from Ashiya 


adult readers only. 
Stephen Ryan, Ph.D., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Stacton, David Segaki 


Pantheon. Sept. 16,1959. 198p. $3.50. 
fourteenth century Japan—a Japan ravaged civil 
war, the great war-lords, the Samurai, vie for power— 
Buddhist monk, Muchaku Hojo, Abbot and master 
Zen teachings, leaves the sanctuary the monastery 
Noto seek out his brother, the great painter Yasu- 
maro. Beset doubts, not satisfied with the life 
contemplation which had committed himself, 
Muchaku wonders the answers the great questions 
may not really lie the world “outside.” finds 
his brother, they spend few happy days together, and 
then Yasumaro killed wandering soldier. Brought 
face face with new set experiences, some 
which have really provided the looked-for answers, 
Muchaku returns the monastic life, satisfied and 
serene his assurance that the teachings Zen lie 
the keys true happiness. 
There has been great “to-do” about Zen Buddhism 
this country recently because its supposed influence 
the thinking and writing the so-called “Beat 
Generation.” One cannot honestly find much com- 
mon ground, however, between the placid way life 
advocated Zen philosophy and the frenetic roamings 
Mr. Sal Paradise. Mr. Stacton, who seems 
himself devotee Zen, writes with charm and deli- 
cacy; but occasion the writing becomes merely “pre- 
unlike Oscar Wilde, Arthur Symons, and 
Ronald Firbank their worst. the teachings 
Zen, they appeared this reviewer little more than 
rather pretentious and esoteric “double talk”: “In the 
stream duration, which not stream, but in- 
finite pond without surface, banks bottom, al- 
ways now, and since the process reciprocal and com- 
plementary, life and death are the same.” 

Stephen Ryan, Ph.D. 


Stratis The Mermaid 
Crowell. Sept. 310p. $5.00. (IIb) 

There the same artful blend fantasy and 
The Mermaid Madonna and The Goblins, the 
first Stratis Myrivilis’ publications the 
States. Abbott Rick, who has lived and taught 
Grece, translated both works. The Mermaid Madonng 
the title implies essentially adult fairy tale 
cerning itself for the most part with the people 
small fishing village the Aeolian Island 
Like many fairy tales its moments beauty are inter. 
spersed with its moments dramatic conflict brought 
the desires and the passions, the trials and the 
tragedies simple people. Stratis Myrivilis has given 
vivid picture the daily lives these 
fishermen and villagers living under the shadow and 
the protection the Mermaid Madonna, whose 
trait symbolizes the lives the fishermen. The 
donna holds ship one hand and trident the 
other. The lower part the Madonna’s figure 
mermaid. 


The novel timeless although actually placed 
shortly after World War when Greek refugees from 
Asia Minor arrive the island and attempt ungra- 
ciously adjust new life. The characters and the 
situations are developed skillfully. There are passages 
pure prose poetry, contrasting with passages filled 
with the conflict and struggle primitive life. The 
story centered the life girl, Smaragthi, 
foundling left basket fisherman’s boat. The 
mystery her origin added her beauty and her 
quality differentness give strength the myths and 
the legends the sea. 


There will some objections the episode 
erotic dance the tavern leading old 
assaulting his daughter. However, give the whole 
picture these islanders, Stratis Myrivilis could 
The sincerity and the poetic qualities this 
author’s writings deserve high regard. 


Myrivilis, born the Isle Mytilene, author 
and journalist whose works have been translated and 
published throughout Europe. has served 
tor the Senate Library Athens, and 
ber the National Academy Greece. 


Carmen Collier, 
Canada, California 


Green, Gerald The Lotus Eaters 
Scribners. 565p. $4.95. (IV) 


tific precision, redundant and formless prose. And 
that the enticements sex, elephantine novel like 
The Lotus Eaters, should thoroughly pall. 
Green’s latest novel almost certain mistaken 
for satire, but one has only consider the truly satirical 
writing Swift Waugh realize that nothing 
the sort. satire our emotions are cauterize 
and our sympathies alienated from the personfications 
vice. So, too, are the author’s. 


There static quality about Mr. Green’s 
who seem too shallow respect anything but their own 
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moods, and who move through plot complexities 
monotonous planes cupidity, lust and pride. Their 
dull and dirty language acts brake the mind, 
and the setting—evocative Miami Beach its 
tawdry and unamusing. This emphasized 
here because, sure novel sordid, heralded 
literature. 


The principals include Dr. Tom Sorrento, New York 
archaeologist; his colleague and father-in-law, Dr. Mait- 
land; his wife, Marty; his helpers, particularly the 
Northern educated Negro Dr. Dave Ballard; Ira Kay, 
merchant”; Lyla and Erwin Ellenbogen, 
wealthy young Jewish couple; Nudo, the Italian gangster 
whose dance hall features homosexual floor but who’s 
about his family; and Dr. Harkey, Negro 
minister the South. Lesser characters populate 
Tom’s misunderstood past and Ira’s sybaritic present. 


The diggers find artifacts, graves, and Arawak ball 
court the estate their benefactors, the Ellenbogens. 
This the early Caribbean culture Tom thought might 
have existed the mainland. But Ira, colossally 
greedy, robs Tom the time needed for scholarly proof 
his findings. Ira has interested Erwin Ellenbogen 
blasphemous big tourist attraction first called the 
God-O-Rama, but later toned down The Spirit 
Man. Construction for this debased Chatauqua view 
comparative religion carried out the archaeo- 
logical site. When Ira’s luck turns and needs money 
Nudo, gets promising grandstand seats 
for the opening Nudo and his family. When 
can’t back this promise and the Nudo’s are cold 
shouldered, Ira’s mutilated body appears Nudo’s 
answer. 

Marty, whose pre-marital affair with Tom glamorized 
flashbacks, had entered into massively documented 
with Ira Kay. Lyla Ellenbogen and Tom 
Sorrento don’t quite get around affair themselves, 
though, and Tom, lapsed Catholic, lectures Marty 
the validity marriage, not sacrament, but 
astable social institution. During the affair their chil- 
dren have been looked after the lush Peruviana 
Hotel Ira’s minions. 


Complicating all this the race issue. Dave Ballard 
joins Dr. Harkey’s tongue-in-cheek campaign passive 
threatened gerrymander attack the 
Negro vote. When The Spirit Man opens Dr. 
Harkey and his colored following break the show 
with song-and-dance demonstration brotherly love. 
Tom and Dave swell the ranks, does implausibly 
impassioned clerical trio—minister, rabbi, priest. 
the Sorrentos leave town (by not too subtle police sug- 
gestion), Dr. Harkey plans from his prison cell sue 
the state Florida over the Negro franchise. 


about Dr. Maitland, whom Marty, his daugh- 
despises. anthropologist from the North, 
portrayed sympathetically the advocate liberal 
causes; and Tom are most chummy. struck this 
teader unpleasant old boor whose gluttony and 
habit describing the sex customs primitive peoples 
are apparently meant amusing. ceremony 
onoring Central American leader who fact 
dictator, Dr. Maitland abuses him publicly 
without warning. Then placate the city fathers 
appears off-beat broadcast from Nudo’s dance 
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hall, where intellectuals have been holding their 
forums. Here Dr. Maitland goes the air drunk and, 
defending the Negro cause, manages forget his 
promised apology and launch offensive assault 
white Southern mores. (In earlier conversation 
with Tom, jeers the possibility Viking expedi- 
tions North America. this contemporary scholar- 
ship?) 


Dr. Harkey, presented probable hypocrite, care- 
less with his facts when contends that “The fact 
that Catholics are looking for conversions opposing 
segregation concern me. that (and the 
implications this would have interested Pope Leo 
XII) the increasing interest churches the labor 
movement followed the growth unionism.” The 
italics are from the text. 


The archaeological and civil rights themes are not with- 
out interest. The accompanying trash and trivia may 
the current best-seller tradition, but with little 
effort and with more than little restraint Mr. Green 
might have produced book worth reading. This re- 
viewer does not rceommend anyone. 


Gros 


Keyes, Frances Parkinson Station Wagon Spain 
Straus Cudahy. Sept. 11, 1959. 299p. $3.95. 


When Mrs. Keyes tells story, must least read- 
able, credible and creditable; and this novel all 
this, which small attainment, though not quite 
enough form make superior novel adventure 
and suspense. Mrs. Keyes knows her craft story- 
teller and knows well the setting for this story. The 
chief ingredients include personable young college 
teacher Spanish, Allan Lambert, who has just been 
transformed into wealthy man inheritance. Partly 
result his new financial ease, this hitherto serious 
young man becomes bored with his life small New 
England college town and “Spanish prisoner” letter 
promises adventure and excuse visit Spain. While 
pursuing the letter swindle, Allan finds danger and 
romance. The reader finds that Mrs. Keyes knows and 
respects the traditional life the Spanish people; and 
this, seems obvious, constitutes the main reason for 
the novel and its principal charm. Mrs. Keyes has 
many things say about Spain from her extensive 
familiarity with that country and she has found this 
novel convenient conveyance for some this in- 
formation. 


One may, incidentally, discern many personal attitudes 
Mrs. Keyes this story. Her estimate college 
teachers, her interest restoring historic houses, her 
opinion some American tourists, her disagreement 
with immigration policies—all these, and many 
more are the story. But these matters, delightful 
and wise they may be, often extrude themselves 
from the plot and detract from the novel’s character 
as, basically, mystery story. For that matter, the out- 
come the tale will not much mystery for most 
readers. 


let be. Even though the reader will not held 
breathless suspense, will learn about the aged 
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“Spanish prisoner” swindle. will not treated 
discussion political, economic religious problems 
Spain, for they are almost entirely avoided; but the 
reader will certainly discover those charms present- 
day Spain that Mrs. Keyes has chosen use this 
novel. such can recommended all readers. 


Richard Meyer, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


West, Morris The Devil’s Advocate 
Morrow. Sept. 15,1959. 319p. $3.95. (Ila) 


The Church had only few facts about the life 
Giacomo Nerone and they were not promising. 
had turned the southern Italian town Gemello 
Minore shortly after the Allies had invaded Sicily; and, 
for outsider and Army deserter, had been re- 
markably successful making himself home with 
the people. lived with woman there without 
marrying her and sired son. secretly organized 
the food supplies and helped make possible for the 
village survive the last bitter winter the German 
occupation. the spring was executed band 
Communist partisans, ostensibly for collaboration 
with the Nazis. 


There must have been more the story, for now the 
townspeople were venerating Nerone martyr 
and wonderworker. The Church wanted more in- 
formation and sent Monsignor Blaise Meredith in- 
vestigate. was Englishman; and, after years 
the Vatican’s service, was now personal assistant the 
Cardinal Prefect the Sacred Congregation Rites. 
His task would interview the eye-witnesses, sift 
the evidence, and, where necessary, attack the grounds 
for the alleged miracles. realized would not 
easy uncover the truth. The mountain people the 
south were notoriously and the few who 
had known Nerone best were talking least. Nor was 
there time for leisurely investigation, because the 
Monsignor was dying cancer. 


Gemello Minore, Monsignor Meredith found three 
who had the information wanted: atheist Doctor, 
the mother Nerone’s child, and the local Contessa. 
Perhaps because was face face with death, they 
decided trust him with the secrets they had locked 
their hearts decade earlier. 


All all, this interesting variation the familiar 
suspense story. The plot assembled with skill and 
has its moments surprise for the reader. The style 
fresh, vivid, and flashes times with beauty. The 
author frank and explicit, too, and treats matters 
that are the proper domain the adult mind only. 
Despite some dull pages now and then, the book 
satisfying novel suspense. But you look for 
more, (and apparently the theme—man’s need for the 
hunger love his life—expects you will), your 
search will disappointing. For from beginning 
end, the reader remains the curious spectator 
sympathies are never deeply engaged. The hates and 
fears and desires mankind are recounted here, but 
the reader never caught the tide. 


William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Duncan, Thomas Big River, Big Man 
Lippincott. Aug. 17,1959. 1022p. $6.96. (IIb) 


Big River, Big Man, Mr. Duncan’s first novel since Gys 
the Great was Book-of-the-Month choice 1947, 
big novel. sprawls and brawls across America 
the 1800s from Maine Santa Fe, from Wisconsin 
Atlanta, thrashing its way through the opening the 
Southwest, slavery, the westward movement the 
railroads, periodic panics, and, most all, the 
tion the forests the upper reaches the 
sippi. Central figure the epic sweep this novel 
brawny Jim Buckmaster, whom first meet raft 
pilot running great mass logs down river the 
mills owned Caleb McSwasey. Jim leaves the 
for meeting with McSwasey, and his company 
minister’s son Rolfe Thorkelsen, who headed 
for the offices Judge Gentry where read lay, 
After that lose sight Jim and the boy while 
backtrack time follow Otto von from 
Louis Santa Fe, where Otto establish trading 
post, sire girl names Esperanza, and buy slave 
name Lilith. Caleb McSwasey the guide for the 
wagon train. Soon Caleb partner Otto’s employer, 
Proudfoot; then Caleb, with Otto’s help, buys 
Proudfoot; but this time Esperanza has grown into 
fifteen-year-old beauty with golden hair from her 
Teutonic strain and dark skin and eyes from the 
Apache blood her mother bequeathed her, and already 
man-hungry wench. She cajoles her father into 
letting her St. Louis with Caleb, presumably 
attend finishing school there; but she marries Caleb, 
attracted his rugged strength and the shrewd 
edge that will rich. 


Caleb prospers enormously buying timber lands adja- 
cent the “congress” lands and commanding the 
lets into the river for shipping the logs mills, thus 
giving him opportunity log the government owned 
stumpage, buying off senator two when necessary. 
There’s long interlude catch the earlier his 
tory McSwasey and shorter one give outline 
the antecedents Judge Sophronicus Gentry, who be- 
comes McSwasey’s friend and whose son, Andrew, be- 
comes enamored Esperanza. 


this time, have back Jim Buckmaster, 
whose father failed Maine logging and milling and 
went westward discouraged and disillusioned, even 
broken man, settle for job the lumber town 
Quickwater, where young Jim grows sturdy, brave 


and champion logger until forest fire destroys the town 


and his family. befriended Jewish merchant- 
peddler, Sol Klauber, whose son was killed the fire, 
and Sol’s ancestry sketched show how could 
that Klauber, Sol’s grandfather, could have loaned 
the colonial government $10,000 Georgia during the 
War Independence. Jim meets Esperanza, who pro 
ceeds fall for him and thus awaken Caleb’s insane 
jealousy. Caleb plots destroy Jim involving him 
fictitious search for log-pirates and have him 
arrested rendezvous. Meanwhile Jim has fallen 


-love with doctor’s daughter Iowa town, but 


Esperanza tricks him into marriage and the 
lass dies suicide the river. 


Here Rolfe Thorkelsen comes back into the scene 
canny young lawyer whom Jim, now heir the 


SEPTEME 


Swasey 
counsel, 
Joan 
Jim the 
ally bec 
methods 
LaFollet 
And 
vixen 
sheath 
Fe, 
Andrew 
Jim, 
Heinrich 
sight. 
the inev 
Fitzpatri 
the 
intent, 
being 
toward 
life, anc 
evitable. 
entertair 
section 
times 
for the 


Palmer, 
Simon 
Blind 
old 
the auth 


The boo 
murd 

doux, 
English 

leanings. 
with 
and, 
English 

sexual 
the trial 
boy, 
pover 
passio 
break off 
This 
drama 
woman” 
above 
characte 
pathetic 
grasping 
ness, age 
man 
who love 
gets 


SELLERS 
Man 


ice Gus 
1947, 
erica 
the 
the 
novel 
raft 
the 
the raft 
iny goes 
headed 
hile 
rom 
trading 
slave 
for the 
out 
into 
already 
into 
Caleb, 


the 
Is, thus 

owned 
lier 
who be- 


be- 


cmaster, 
ing and 
even 
town 
brave 
town 
the fire, 
could 
loaned 
ring the 
insane 
ing him 
him 
allen 
wn, but 


15, 1959 


Swasey millions and the logging empire, retains 
counsel, particularly scheme collect Klauber’s 
compound interest, for Klauber has willed 
the document proving the loan. gradu- 
ally becomes disillusioned with Jim’s unscrupulous 
methods and strikes out his own, becoming state 
Wisconsin and eventually colleague Bob 
Jim comes his end with poetic justice 
forest fire. 

And what Esperanza, surely the most vicious pretty 
since Scarlett O’Hara? handy girl with 
knife, she had killed man one night Santa 
then kills Caleb, and finally murders 
Andrew Gentry, whom Caleb has murdered. Rejected 
she goes quietly mad, thinking her dead son, 
Heinrich, has returned her, and she drops out 
There also good deal space allotted 
the inevitable trollop with the heart gold, Molly 
the fabric this long, long tale. Certainly epic its 
intent, and even its structure, this novel just misses 
being great novel. marred the casual attitude 
toward sexual conduct that one must expect frontier 
life, and vulgarities dialogue that are also in- 
evitable. Adult readers, however, should find this 
entertaining and reasonably accurate picture large 
American frontier history, though they may 
times find tedious going. quite likely headed 
for the best-seller lists. 

Grady, 


Palmer, Bruce Blind Man’s Mask 
Simon and Schuster. Sept. 1959. 179p. $3.50. 


Blind Man’s Mark the first novel twenty-six year 
teacher, Bruce Palmer and, such, quite good 
one. Its defects are largely due lack maturity 
the author’s part and therefore understandable. 


The book basically story illicit passion leading 
murder, novel theme, but one rather well pre- 
tells the relationship between Paul Ver- 
doux, poor young French student and “Jackie,” 
English girl well-to-do family, with nymphomaniac 
leanings. The inevitable happens. Paul falls love 
with her, neglecting his scholarship the meantime, 
and, when she deserts him for Peter Jessup, wealthy 
English classmate Paul’s, kills her fit 
sexual jealousy. The remainder fthe book consists 
the trial and ultimate conviction this nineteen-year- 
old boy, basically good lad, who caught the midst 
poverty, academic bullying boorish professor and 
passion which knows sinful, but cannot 


break off. 


This book could easily have turned into trite melo- 
drama the “innocent boy seduced the mature 
woman” genre, but, happily, the author’s skill raised 
above this level and Paul emerges vivid believable 
character. well done Paul’s mother, 
pathetic proprietress small store, who combined 
grasping love her son with strong sense miserli- 
ness, the desertion her veteran hus- 
and. Paul himself sensitive, highstrung young 
man who needs affection and yet rebels against those 
him most. His world not happy one and 
one gets the feeling better out it. 
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Mr. Palmer’s book Crime and Punishment, but 
creditable effort depict the close intercausality 
between crime and passion. the novel lacks depth, 
least convincing character delineation. Pal- 
mer’s talent, feel sure, will mature with age and ex- 
perience. Wisely, has not made the book long 
one, preferring, evidently, not feign profundity 
which the modern reader often associates with quality. 
recommend the book the adult audience and hope 
that Palmer’s next novel will confirm the definite 
promise shown this one. 


William Lynch, 
Saint Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Finney, Jack 


Simon and Schuster. 


Assault Queen 
Aug. 24, 1959. 244p. $3.75. (Ila) 
Frank Lauffnauer, the German navy, 
and four associates who had served various navies, 
plus woman who had served the cause the United 
Nations against the Axis Italy, raise the German 
submarine, 19, from its bed off Fire Island where 
had rested for forty years. Frank had served 
during World War These six associates com- 
bine their efforts for different reasons, the prime reason 
being money. They refit the 19, having mind 
piracy the high seas. The object their endeavor 
the Queen Mary. The assault the Queen not 
success and after hazardous escape from de- 
stroyer sink the its former resting place 
and their various ways. 


The bulk the story concerned with the raising, 
dry docking, and refitting the submarine. affords 
the author the opportunity reveal character and de- 
velop tensions temperament the appointed day 


for the assault draws near. 
main weak. 


Character revelation the 


There limited amount suspense involved the 


direct assault the Queen and the escape the at- 
tackers. 


The novel lacks plausibility and may summed 
having “much ado about nothing.” 


Robert Lodge, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Garrett, George The Finished Man 
Scribners. Sept. 288p. $3.95. (IV) 

The novelist seeking interpret his native South 
the rest the nation via the medium politics has 
task his hands. Unfortunately, Mr. Garrett has 
further complicated this task expressing himself 
defeatist terms, accenting the illicit uses sex, and 
exploiting the vocabularies obscenity 
phemy. 

When Mike Royle leaves New York City for his native 
Florida where senatorial campaign launched, he’s 
lawyer loose ends, divorced and homesick. 
becomes campaign manager for Senator Parker, who 
has double-crossed his announced successor, young 
John Bassett, deciding run after all. Then Mike’s 
father, Judge Royle, plays the same trick his old 
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friend Senator Parker. the two older men, Judge 
Royle knows his cause lost; Senator Parker deceives 
himself little longer. 
During the campaign young Negro zealot tries assas- 
sinate Senator Parker, who has been falsely accused 
sympathizing with the NAACP, and who feels must 
deny the When innocent 
killed instead, Mike helps save the Negro from the 
Klux Klan, and ready novel’s end defend him 
court. 
this hint redemption fails carry conviction, 
because the tone the novel overwhelmingly that 
despair. Virtually everyone concerned “finished,” 
and not just because the political debacle involving 
chicanery and ungrateful public. The religious 
illiterate rarely meets worldly failure head on. And 
failure the South can certainly handled with 
bizarre emphasis. 
There are atmospheres drunkenness and fornication 
The Finished Man, with debilitating accumulation 
detail and murky self-analysis, obsceni- 
ties carelessly cynically mouthed and enacted. The 
reader may emerge battered, but the novel itself 
vitiated this redundancy sex and despair. 
Both Mr. Garrett’s pessimism and his handling lan- 
guage and incidents are certainly vogue today, but 
the reader entitled something better. Sister Mary 
Hester, has praised Mr. Garrett’s poetry 
The Critic (October, 1957), where his short stories are 
also praised Frank Steggert (April-May, 1958). 
One can only hope that this talented author’s good 
writing days will return. The Finished Man not 
recommended anyone. 

Charles Gros, 


Panama City, Florida 


Questions Precedence 


Mauriac, Francois 
158p. $3.50. 


Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Aug. 21, 1959. 
(IIb) 


The plot Questions Precedence centers around 
three young people: Florence, her brother, 
school acquaintance, Augustin. Here Mauriac’s usual 
setting: Bordeaux with its background forest and sea, 
the varying aspects which uses skillfully furnish 
some the rich symbolism found throughout his writ- 
ing. Here too, headed the rich wine merchants are 
the various classes society whose striving for social 
advancement have often been blasted Mauriac 
his novels. These strivings serve the material for 
this plot, but always this author primarily con- 
cerned with man creature caught struggle be- 
tween his own fallen nature and the grace God. 


The brother, who the narrator, plots with his sister 
make use Augustin ascend the social ladder 
causing richer boys envy his own association with 
this brilliant student. will make good scholarship 
fashionable. Augustin himself completely out the 
social running and has only contempt for and for his 
entire experience life. Rude, uncouth, strangely 
without background, the son learned professor 
who has lost his faith and presently engaged the 
refutation writings published while was true 
son the Church. During visit their summer 
home, Augustin tells his young friends his mysterious 


childhood, his father, Madame Etinger who 
came his governess after his first brief experience 
school where was called “bastard” and her 
tempt provide him with religious education. 
plan the brother and sister succeeds beyond 
hopes and the realization their ambition 
engagement the son prominent family. the 
time its announcement, she believes 
whom she loves rather than her fiancé; both her 
ness and her unhappiness have come through 
After few years unhappy marriage and infidelity 
the part her husband, she despairingly engages 
her turn series scandalous affairs which 
not only her dearly bought social position but her very 
mental fibre. She begs her brother find 
and sends the search Madame Etinger, now (by 
obvious bit contrivance the part the author), 
employed governess Florence’s child. 
the success her search, however, that 
ploys young social climber, Jean Queryries, who 
striking resemblance the young Augustin, 
sonate the latter, hoping this way arrest the mental 
breakdown which sees coming upon Florence. 
another bit contrivance, Mme. Etinger arrives with 
the true Augustin, aged and shattered mind and 
body, during Florence’s first meeting with Jean. Flor 
ence either does not will not recognize her former 
friend, preferring the youthful Jean, who soon wearies 
her and deserts her. the novel’s end, Augustin 
has again disappeared, the brother now socially and 
financially ruined living fisherman’s cottage with 
the partially recovered Florence, who has taken 
spiritualism. Augustin’s father, who might 
sidered motivating character does not appear, but the 
tragic story his sin, his ultimate repentance and 
deeming suffering told throughout the novel. 


Published 1921 under the title Preseances, this novel 
has many the qualities the author’s later writing. 
The characters, young they are, are tortured human 
beings, monsters the making, exaggerated that 
seems impossible they could have human 
They seem rather creations the author’s ponder- 
ing the aspects evil. They live dreary world, 
caught the sinful net their own weaving, but they 
are not wholly lost souls. the end the novel the 
narrator asks himself, what country parish 
dwells the suffering saint who will lead 
tion?” study the result sin such this book, 
cannot have happy atmosphere; both art and realism 
require that setting and characters keeping with 
the plot, they are here. The quality tension, both 
actual and symbolical, sustained over long period 


becomes unnatural and places strain the endur 


ance and even the credulity the average reader. 
must keep mind, however, that Mauriac not 
writing for entertainment, but for reflection and for 
small body mature readers. 
Alice McCahill, 
Charlottesville, Virginia 


Auchincloss, Louis The Pursuit the Prodigal 
Houghton, Mifflin. 292p. $3.75. 

The Pursuit the Prodigal accurate ironic title 
for the book describes. Take man who has health, 
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wealth, position, influence, capable wife and wto 
children and let him nurse his restless feelings dis- 
content enough stew his own juices until boils 
over. When does, what follows infidelity, deser- 
tion, divorce and the usual rationalization that every- 
one bit phony except the self-pitying synthetic 
St. George who sees the dragon hypocrisy slain 
everyone but himself. And, when the boiling simmers, 
the pattern starts all over again with second job, 
second wife, and second family; yet the new relation- 
contains all the old danger and hard put 
make any valid distinction between what has gained 
the new life that not the same had sought 
avoid the old. But, bless the old cliches! The 
second life reconciles, because love; and 
know it’s love that makes the whole difference.” 


Louis Auchincloss, who writes pointedly and percep- 
tively Wall Street and Long Island, does not put 
halo around his heel; but the heel himself does 
everytime compares himself with others. judges; 
but will not judged. lacks responsibility and 
morals; but feels has integrity and ethics. Mr. 
Auchincloss’ aim was write absorbing book that 
would disgust with segment society whose values 
are taken from the blue book rather than from the 
Good Book, then has succeeded very well indeed. 
This for adult readers only. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Ehle, John Kingstree Island 


Kingstree Island the story young Brandon Rhodes 
and fold Matt Tomlinson. Other characters, prac- 
tically whole village them, appear these pages, 
but they furnish only the background the struggle 
between Matt and Brandon. 


his homeless travelings Brandon Rhodes arrived 
Kingstree Island the Outer Banks North Carolina. 
Though Carolinian himself, Rhodes here found him- 
regarded outsider, “mainlander.” Still, 
something about this island and its people appealed 
Brandon. was looking for place which put 
down his roots. When fell love with Marsha 
Harris determined make the island his home. 


had reckon with old Matt Tomlinson, however. 
Though blind now, Matt still kept tight hold the 
Kingstree Island. Practically everyone there 
worked for him, his fishing fleet, his hotel, his 
store ome shis other enterprises. Mr. Tomlin- 
son was the law, the arbiter all disputes, the coun- 
every man’s need. was generally benign 
sort despot, had brought prosperity kind these 
people the past. But could cunning, unscru- 
pulous and mericless anyone who crossed him. 


Brandon Rhodes crossed him. first was only 
unwelcome visitor who refused leave the island when 
Matt bade him go. Then, his love affair with Marsha 
developed, the old man’s attempts rid 
randon got more and more violent. Tomlinson 
upon the girl, too, one his possessions, 
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(she may have been his own natural child). in- 
tended make her his heir, and wanted her marry 
one his own men. 


Each move the old man made against Brandon, how- 
ever, seemed end tragedy for someone else. Mean- 
time, the sympathies the villagers kept changing 
sides. Finally Matt’s desperation made him lose his 
cunning and overreached himself. The island folk 
turned against him, his hold the island was broken, 
the lovers were married, and everyone looked forward 
living happily ever after. 


The author tells exciting story about these Island 
people the Carolina islands. this, much 
his writings, Mr. Ehle’s forte appears his gift for 
portraying the basic values and characteristics par- 
ticular segments the American people. One reads 
his book and often later finds himself recalling the in- 
cidents and characters. They are that real. 


Reverend Ira Still, 
Mentor, Ohio 
Tamkus, Daniel The Much Honored Man 


Doubleday. Sept. 214p. $3.95. (III) 


Scranton-born Daniel Tamkus has, The Much Hon- 
ored Man, pointless book. Written the form 
214-page letter, ostensibly represents statement 
man-to-man advice from college physics professor 
the prospective husband his daughter, Fredericka. 
use the professor’s own words, the missive “ex- 
hibitionistic” examines “delicate indelicate 
things.” there any inaccuracy the description, 
only understatement. More the point not 
the question delicacy, but taste. 


Alternating between and just plain bad 
taste are the various details recounted: the extra-marital 
relations the professor’s own wife, his conjugal im- 
potency, the Electra-tinged daughter-father relation- 
ship, the teen-age promiscuity Fredericka—all this 
for daughter’s future husband! The point seems lost 
even the major concern the book, Fredericka’s 
affair with one Rhinehart Shell and their subsequent 
illegitimate child. What help this rather sordid in- 
formation will provide the forthcoming marriage 
not established. 


for the professor himself—there sufficient con- 
fusion tangents from the story Fredericka reveal 
his unappealing character. once won Nobel 
Prize, but has since done nothing professionally and has 
covered his non-productiveness with withdrawal into 
eccentricity. his weakness expresses admira- 
tion for Rhinehart’s existentialist impetuosity. This 
philosophical underscoring takes several the campus 
activities out the realm collegiate high-jinks. 


The flashes verbal skill variously found this first 
novel Tamkus would seem indicate literary 
promise, but that promise must coupled with 
regard for the essential fitness things. 


George Perry, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Goodman, George The Wheeler Dealers 
Doubleday. Sept. $3.95. (IIb) 


This the story Henry Tyroon, independent oil 
man and self-styled Texan, and Molly Thatcher, one 
the few women security analysts Wall Street. 
Tyroon, who enjoys business deals all sorts, comes 
New York and meets the young, intelligent Miss 
Thatcher. She trying sell stock the Universal 
Widget Company, long dormant Massachusetts con- 
cern. She and Tyroon learn that Widget actually 
out-of-business, but does own considerable amount 
and stock and the land which the factory 
stood. Tyroon buys the sub-soil rights the land and 
puts oil-drilling crew work. Through careful 
planning, salesmanship, inside rumors, etc., Universal 
Widget stock rises steadily. rumor mentions the 
merger Widget with United States Motors. Then 
oil discovered Widget land. The Government 
Anti-Trust division brings Motors and Widget 
court. The case dismissed, however, when the rumor 
the merger proves unfounded and the oil proves 
from nearby underground railroad storage tank for 
diesel engines. Molly Thatcher upset when she learns 
that Tyroon not native Texan but the son 
M.LT. professor; however, all ends happily they 
marry and settle down Texas life oil wealth. 


This madcap novel, written light, breezy, slick 
magazine fashion. The sole purpose this book 
humorous entertainment. This reader does not believe 
succeeds too well. There narrative suspense. 
The outcome, Tyroon-Thatcher merger, obvious 
throughout, and the humor also extremely obvious. 
Perhaps matter taste question here, but subtle 
humor is, this reviewer’s mind ,the desideratum. 
The Wheeler Dealers too simple, too frivolous, and 
much too unsubstantial anything but 
waster—and extremely boring time-waster that. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


The Graveyard 
Dutton. Sept. 1959. 


Hlasko, Marek 
Translated Robert Guterman. 
126p. $2.95. (IIb) 


Man’s one dream “to understand his times, his pur- 
pose, his place, his meaning, and his moment eter- 
thought Franciszek Kowalski, loyal party 
member and former partisan fighter against the Nazis. 
But, chain discovery set motion moment 
carelessness such party members cannot afford, 
learns that knowledge can bring man destruc- 
tion, especially the graveyard that Communist 
Poland. 


this, his second novel, Marek Hlasko has provided 
what might called connoisseur’s story. His char- 
acters without exception think and talk and act with 
the extreme simplicity often found among central Euro- 
peans, but which may lost many American 
readers. Both the acceptance totalitarianism 
some characters and the rejection others are 
portrayed with starkness that nothing short 
shocking; but, again, the effect will either missed 


unappreciated those who think only terms 
our own way life. 


psychological study, The Graveyard 
and subtle, though suffers somewhat under the 
confused philosophizing the part cast 
equipped for the effort. Consequently the story seem; 
longer than is, though that may necessary 
insure its full impact. respect, however, 
selected for light reading. 


John Pugh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Lindop, Audrey Erskine Nicola 


Doubleday. Sept. $3.95. (IIb) 

The title character Nicola Barnes, born mor 
prosaic Ethel Barnes “the wrong side Woolf 
Street” the English sea-side village which most 
the action the novel takes place. Her widowed 
father had not been able raise her properly, and she 
had fallen with unsavory crowd London and 
twenty had been sentenced prison for harboring 
murderer, her lover, who was subsequently hanged, 
The novel begins with her return her native town 
after her release from prison. She determined 
make home for Joe, her invalid father, and live 
down her reputation. The other two main characters 
are Ted Morer, ultrarespectable manager the local 
bank—who had long been attracted physically Nicola 
despite her common Ted’s widowed 
mother, Lucy Morer, who has local 
reputation for seeing good everyone and for doing 
good. 


Most the novel deals with the varying attitudes 
Ted and Lucy and other villagers toward Nicola and 
with Nicola’s attempts rehabilitate herself with the 
help Lucy Morer, who finds job for her and even 
takes her into the Morer home when Joe hospitalized. 
Ted feels that living the same house wit hNicola 
potential dynamite, and one point even forces 
her resume residence her empty, cheerless house 
the other side Woolf Street. After many ups 
and downs his soul-searching and his dealings 
with Nicola, decides that the emtion feels for 
her actually love, not merely lust, and that may 
safely risk his reputation and standing the commu 
nity proposal marriage her. After much 
liberation she accepts the proposal, and the 
ing final part the novel recounts the explosive effects 
the engagement many the villagers, including 
Lucy Morer and Ted and Nicola themselves. 


The plot interesting, and the novel well paced 
except that times the vacillating introspection 
becomes little tedious. The character portrayal 
good, but feel that the groundwork for Lucy’s sudden 
shift character could have been laid little better, 
and Nicola’s (and perhaps the author’s) sweeping 
dictment respectability and altruism not consistent 
with her final action the novel. The writing crisp, 
frequently even staccato. Unfortunately, several times 
when the author speaking her own person, the 
grammar and syntax are not conformity with the 


most careful usage. 
Edward Kaltenbach, Ph.D. 
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Foley, Martha and David Burnett (Editors) 
The Best American Short Stories: 1959 
Houghton, Mifflin. 402p. $4.50. 


The most interesting part The Best American Short 
Stories: 1959 edited Martha Foley and David Burnett 
the “Foreword” written Miss Foley. Instead 
analyzing dissecting the twenty stories, which appear 
this year’s collection, Miss Foley has analyzed their 
potential readers. She exhorts read each story 
and directly written” and “not over- 
analyze” and “hunt for terrific profundities, hidden 
mysteries, symbols etc., but read for “enjoy- 
ment.” with Miss Foley’s instructions fresh mind, 
this reviewer plunged into the collection. 


“The Bella Lingua” John Cheever, the author has 
captured the atmosphere Rome and the Italians 
through the eyes American expatriates and tourists— 
young, middle-aged, and elderly. 


Bernard Malamud’s “The Last Mohican” another 
story about American Rome, but this one told 
the viewpoint Jew, and the reader visits 
synagogue and the ghetto. 


“Jawaharlal and the Three Cadavers” John Berry 
isread with “feeling” rather than searching for 
ing,” Miss Foley suggests, the reader made deeply 
aware the awful futility poverty among the masses 
India. 

“Getaway” Robert Coates excellent story 
the irrational behavior “good” man who has acci- 


‘dentally killed pedestrian and panic leaves the 


scene. 


warm tale boy his first job New Hampshire 
department store. The characterizations the boy’s 
coworkers are excellent and the description the 
“buck” bay magnificent. 


Birthday Present” Anne Sayre and “The Con- 
version the Jews” Philip Roth are both set 
schools, the first New England girls’ school and the 
second Hebrew boys’ school. 


“Amid Place Stone” Frank Butler and “In 
Tropical Minor Key” Frank Holwerda are stories 
that would appeal men. Both contain very good 
and the atmosphere each very 


The author “Venus, Cupid, Folly and Time,” Peter 
Taylor, good storyteller. This one off-beat, but 
interesting. 


Also the collection: Author John Updike shows 
compassion for people Gift from the City.” 
Day the Life the Boss,” Hugh Geeslin, Jr., has 
written some fine character “The Guy 
Ward Leo Rosten well written and has finesse 
and professional polish. Iowan’s Curse” John 
amusing and ironical. 


young author, Sallie Bingham, appears “Best 
Stories” with “Winter Term,” and established authors, 
Wilson, Herbert Gold, and Harvey Swados also 


This reviewer must admit that, while refraining from 
for symbols meaning, she “enjoyed” many 
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these stories. However, there one very long, 
rambling piece William Gass entitled “Mrs. Mean” 
which could madman’s reflections and specula- 
tions about his neighbors. Whatever the author try- 
ing say this one, Miss Foley? 


Elizabeth O’Rourke, 


New Brunswick, New Jersey 


Block, Libbie Man Tells Everything 
Doubleday. Sept 360p. $3.95. 


literary genre, the short story unusual. Its de- 
mands are simple and exacting: brief; alive; 
complete. The technical requirements artistic ability 
can exhausting and happy task state that 
Miss Libbie Block has graduated with honors. Pat 
Duggan edited this selection twenty stories. His 
choice and position within the volume praiseworthy. 
Pat Duggan refers Miss Block writers’ writer. 
Perhaps this the best kind compliment and surely 
true that each these stories gives evidence 
literary chisel. Libraries will want this selection 
guide and stimulant for the apprentice. 


always frustrating pick out some few these 
episodes for review. They are almost all good, without 
uniform appeal interest, naturally; but the reader 
bound have favorites depending personal back- 
ground. “Pussy Kitten,” for example, which heads the 
list, unravels the wondrous twistings character 
eight-year-old, hypercurious little Her curiosity 
does not kill feline qualities but does close brothel 
and the goings will bring both smile and the re- 
flection that vice thrives least easily around genuine 
innocence. 


“Star Boarder” guaranteed enjoyment for 
one the shortest; one the finest its kind both 
architecture and surprise. hesitate say more lest 
spoil any the anticipation. “Mahree,” story 
fantasy, coupled with “The Secret” which delves bit 
into folk lore and superstition were less satisfying for 
me. Fantasy should lead into deeper appreciation 
reality. But here the ageless woman and mixed-up, 
child cowboy admirer did not have enough true 
fantasy deliver the truth. 

“No Man Tells Everything,” the title story, strange 
account modern “momma’s boy.” 42, di- 
vorced after years marriage, and seemingly psy- 
chotic about crossed eyes and kindly women. The 
symbolism bit elusive. Miss Block runs the line 
types. can move from the very young, through 
adolescence and old age; from the wealthy socialite 
the common, cheap flirt. The reader gets chance 
sample his own diet. Humor used with restraint and 
effectively, especially “Cats Know Who Hate Them” 
comical conflict between odd atomic scientist and 
wealthy, beautiful people. 

favorite “Unless Love Music.” Sam Burridge, 
wealthy from hard work and the success his con- 
struction firm simple, unlettered man. falls 
love advanced age with bang, rather hush 
because there’s noise it. happens,” and when 
meets Fay, their courtship, true love 
marriage culminate trouble: heartaches and mis- 
understanding. fine piano becomes force de- 
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stroy and how both and some courage resolve all 


And through all the true eye the real artist shows 
life without embarrassment. For these many reasons, 
the selection recommended for general reading. 


Eugene Linehan, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Ustinov, Peter Add Dash Pity 
Little, Brown. 1959. 245p. $3.75. (Ila) 


Add Dash Pity any indication, actor, director, 
and playwright Peter Ustinov now has won new success 
writer short stories. this, his first collection 
them, one his characters remarks another, “One 
day suddenly realize that there’s more every- 
one than meets the eye, you’ll add dash pity 
your writing.” apparently was with the versatile 
author these eight satiric tales and character studies. 
Yet examining various aspects our civilization, 
Mr. Ustinov can mordant: Word the World’s 
Ear” deals incisively with the exploitation human 
woe television entertainment. times, the 


first two stories, “The Man Who Took Easy” and 
“The Wingless Icarus,” one perceives technique remi- 
niscent Sherwood Anderson, but occasionally one en- 
counters slickness suggesting Somerset Maugham. 
this slickness that weakens Dash Pity,” 
otherwise perhaps the best story the collection. 


tale the ironies success and failure involving two 
military offiecers World War II, the story loses much 
its ironic force and artistic value the introduction 
the last few pages sentimental twist. 


the other hand, Mr. Ustinov avoids this danger 
“The Man Who Took Easy,” telling composer’s 
decline Hollywood and, more importantly, the 
man’s own awareness inner weakness that brought 
about his ruin. Here was man “who had never been 
able choose between high art and commerce,” 
are told; yet, one wonders had the ability 
achieve the heights had made the attempt choose? 
would the attempt have been enough? 


Mr. Ustinov perceptive and, when need be, colorful. 
when writes, “Mr. Herbert Ammons, the council 
[sic] for the defense, sat with the florid benignity 
fresh Dutch cheese welcoming buffet,” recog- 
nize the hand witty observer with wide range 
subject matter and satiric treatment. “There Are 
43,200 Seconds Day” gives pathos and tragedy; 
Place the Shade” offers broad farce. The pathe- 
tic, the tragic, and the comic mingle these technically 
competent stories author whose future career 
writer fiction clearly holds promise. 


John Phillipson, 
Villanova University, 
Villanova, Pennsylvania 


Duthie, Eric (Editor) Tall Short Stories 
Simon and Schuster. Aug. 31,1959. 406p. $5.00. (IIb) 


this interesting collection the works forty 
different authors, Mr. Duthie presents forty-eight short 


stories which feels contain some element 
ness”: either the author spins incredible tale for 
else the story has for central character egregioys 
liar. Only two three the stories deal gravely with 
the preternatural; all the others handle their 
lightly, most them with very deft touch. 
tunately, few the stories are quite flat, such 
Chesterton’s “The Extraordinary Cabman” and Chek. 
hov’s “The Woman the Case,” and few are 
contrived too whimsical, such Herbert’s 
Cross Action” and Perelman’s contribution. The 
last selection is, feel, particularly unhappy one, since 
Mr. Perelman enormously talented zany when 
can keep his free-wheeling whimsy within city block 
two reality. half trying, can think 
half dozen products his pen which are more 
complished than the selection included here. 


Several the stories the collection seem out 
place. Apparently “The Contraption,” Rhys Davies, 
was included because happens favorite the 
editor. his introduction Mr. Duthie tries justify 
its inclusion, but doesn’t convince me. his 
soning correct, then the vast majority all 
stories ever written could qualify tall stories. Pos 
sibly also included DeMaupassant’s “The Window” 
result this same reasoning; but probably 
cluded because its ribaldry and because 
passant’s name will serve dress any list authors 
short stories. Similarly, probable that story 
Saroyan was included because the renown 
author, although this story does not seem tall 
story nor the characters seem liars; 
any event, pure Saroyan and will undoubtedly 
delight Saroyan fans. 


much for the faultfinding. The virtues the book 
are many. the whole excellent collection 
entertaining short stories, containing some delightful 
products such famous authors Mark Twain, 
Wells, James Thurber, Robert Benchley, Max 
bohm, and Evelyn Waugh, well equally delightful 
products less famous authors. 


Edward Kaltenbach, 
Loyola College, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Anderson, Alston Lover Man 
Doubleday. Aug. 20,1959. 178p. $3.75. (IV) 

Lover Man contains stories, only two which have 
previously been published. Robert Graves the preface 
presents Alston Anderson, Negro, born writer.” 
This reviewer does not question the author’s 
His style unique, the language used the stories 
typically that the uneducated Negro, the descriptions 
are well delineated and order bring out more 
the atmosphere, the author seldom uses the word Negro 
but the pejorative term “Nigger.” 


indeed deplorable that the author should use his 
talents bring forth the basest, the lowest there 
found among the Negroes and far that goes, 
these things which Mr. Anderson vividly describes 
can also found among the whites. The subject 
matter these stories are indeed varied, among them: 
abortion, illicit sexual intercourse, fighting with razors 


great 
depict 


Viking. 
This 
Mr. 
with 
with 
their 
being” 
Ocean. 
and 
careful 


the 


moron; 
tess 
her 
other 
made 
Since 
interlin 
The re: 

strange 
enable 
world. 


Erno, 
Crown. 

smal 
the 
Lige 
know 
rather 

Hub 
peated] 
into 
Johnsor 
cause 
toward 
Position 


for 
with 
subject 
such 
Chek. 
too 
The 
Ne, since 
when 
ity block 
think 


out 
Davies, 
the 
justify 
his rea- 
short 
story 
its 
tall 
liars; 


book 
elightful 
elightful 


Man 


have 
preface 
writer.” 
talent. 
tories 
more 


Negro 


use his 
goes, 
lescribes 
subject 
them: 
razors 


15, 1959 


and knives, stealing and many more degrading subjects. 
There question that the author creates atmos- 
phere for his stories. But could have attempted 
present the American public stories about Negroes 
which not lower them has done. total 
stranger upon reading these stories would feel that the 
Negro lives only with and through his animal instincts. 
may “born writer” but would indeed 
great service his race were use his talents 
depict the good Negro and there are many them. 


Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G. 


Lambert, Gavin The Slide Area 
Viking. Aug. 21,1959. 223p. $3.50. (IIb) 

This collection seven long short stories represents 
Mr. Lambert’s first book. British reviewers greeted 
with critical cheers; the American reader will greet 
with critical sobriety. 


Ascript writer narrates the lives various 
characters inhabiting that strange dream world fan- 
and shadow called Hollywood. His real people 
their artificial setting “live and move and have their 
being” restless land that slipping into the Pacific 
Ocean. They are habitues the Slide Area, symbol 
and warning for them: “People should little 
careful and not live near the edge.” 


fascinating gallery characters drawn “too near 
the edge”; Clive Wallace, confused son successful 


“Dreaming Emma” Slack, teen-age moral 


moron; Julie Forbes, 49-year-young Emma; the Coun- 
tess Marguerite, blind, deaf, wealthy widow victimized 
her own nieces, (Dracula’s daughters, they!); and 
other characters made such stuff dreams are 
made on. 

Since the episodes take place simultaneously, the stories 
interlink assemble characters threaded theme. 
The result, although not string pearls great price, 
unsentimental, warmly ironic chronicling 
strange little people strange little world that will 
enable the mature reader appreciate his own real 


world. 
John Quinn, 
University Scranton 
Emo, Richard The Hunt 


Crown. July 30,1959. 220p. $3.50. (IIb) 


band sportsmen, four men and boy, cross 
the Straits Mackinac Michigan’s Upper Peninsula 
onadeer hunt. The party under the conduct one 
Glaspen, professional guide. What they not 
know that one their number man hunt 
rather than deer hunt. the way north 
Hub Johnson, rude and boisterous fellow, had re- 
peatedly sought draw the crippled Calvin Eckert 
quarrel and, the night before the hunt began, 
Johnson had openly accused Eckert carrying 
afair with his wife. The other members the party 
persuaded that Johnson’s heavy drinking was the 
cause rather than the accompaniment his animosity 
toward Eckert. But when the hunters had taken their 
along the deer runways Johnson drew bead 
red-coated figure took Eckert. was not 


195 


Eckert who was killed but another member the party 
with whom Johnson had been friendly terms. 


The Hunt miscarries sufficiently dramatic treat- 
ment the revenge theme and its merits lie rather 
the realistic portrayal the organizational side deer 
hunting. Lige, the guide, cooks the pancakes and sau- 
sages and plots the destruction the deer although 
evident that prizes their lives more than those 
the hunters. His love the woods and the wildlife 
they shelter disclosed his talks with Bill, the boy 
who accompanies the party his first deer 
Bill who gets the first deer, eight-point buck, and 
this climactic event vividly described that the 
subsequent killing the man seemed less important. 


James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Morris, Edita The Flowers Hiroshima 

Edita Morris, the author this novel, associated 
with her husband the anti-nuclear-warfare campaign, 
and consequently she feels quite deeply about the havoc 
wrought Hiroshima 1945. She has also worked 
for the benefit the Hiroshima survivors, and she 
keenly aware the endless and evil effects which 
the atom bomb has brought upon the defenseless citi- 
zens that city. Undoubtedly derived from her in- 
timacy with the victims that appalling holocaust, 
the simple story which she tells The Flowers 
Hiroshima. 


not pretty picture which she paints, although 
she paints perhaps too prettily, for she unfolds 
through the eyes Yuka, wife and mother, tale 
bubbling with feminine 
doom which the atom bomb has imposed upon the 
few characters involved the narrative, lurks rather 
than emerges, although its impact upon the lives 
these persons inescapable. 


Yuka has husband, Fumio, who slowly dying from 
the effects radiation. She has little daughter and 
younger sister, Ohatsu. They are living impover- 
ished existence and are treated pariahs because they 
are all tainted with susceptible baneful radiation. 
Into their lives comes American, Sam Willoughby, 
who wishes live among the natives. His presence 
points their plight, and his sympathetic concern for 
them suggests that something might done alle- 
viate it. Perhaps certain amount symbolism should 
discerned the relationship established between 
Sam and this Japanese family, and lesson might 
drawn from his generous sharing their fate. 


Actually, though, apart from Yuka, the characters are 
shadowy and stereotype. The inevitable and relentless 
doom which hovers above them might have been 
shaped create epic tragedy. Instead the solution 
offered quite pat and inconsequential. Yuka believes 
women refuse bear children, such 
destiny will averted the future. Sam acknowl- 
edges that something must done and that must 
something, but not all specific what 
will do. 
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What prove more interesting than the story itself 
are the vignettes Japanese life which Yuka discloses, 
she describes her daily existence. Another attractive 
feature the Nipponese impression the American. 
These are imaginatively and charmingly wrought. They 
are, course, quite incidental the story. But they 
may sufficient hold the reader’s attention, for the 


story will hardly that. 
Brendan Larnen, O.P., 


The Holy Name Journal, 
New York, New York 


Hibbert, Christopher Wolfe Quebec 
World. Sept. 14,1959. 194p. $4.50. (Ila) 

This Christopher Hibbert’s third book. His first one, 
The Road Tyburn, concerned with the notorious 
English criminal, Jack Sheppard, have not read. His 
second book, King Mob, dealt unforgettably with the 
attacks made upon Catholics the London Riots 
1780. This third volume easily the best portrait 
date General James Wolfe, the English commander 
defeated the French Quebec September 14, 
Hibbert much more objective than are 
raphers. makes clear that Wolfe, only thirty-two 
years age 1759, was already definitely neurotic, 
sickly, secretive and military fanatic. Ample back- 
ground material concerning Wolfe’s family given, 
well good account his earlier years. Wolfe’s 
marked dislike for George Townshend, one his three 
brigadiers during the expedition against Quebec, 
propoerly emphasized. Wolfe’s mistake planning 
attack July 31, 1759, which was doomed 
failure from the start, not excused. Over four hun- 
dred Englishmen were killed whereas not even one 
French soldier was lost. The practice the British 
soldiers kill every man, even the Catholic priests, 
the villages near Quebec given established fact. 


HEADLINERS 


Author and Review 


Oct. 15, 
Oct. 
Mar. 15, 


Book and Classification 
FICTION 


Uris 
Lederer Burdick 
Caldwell 
Pasternak 
Bristow 
DeVries 
Busch 
Drury 
Gallico 


Exodus (IIb) 

The Ugly American 
Dear and Glorious Physician 
Doctor Zhivago (Ila) 

Celia Garth 

Tents Wickedness (IIb) 
California Street (IIb) 

Advise and Consent (IIb) 

Mrs. ’Arris Goes Paris (1) 

The Light Infantry Ball Basso 
The Young Titan (IIb) Mason 
The Chinese Box Eyre 
The Art Llewellyn Jones (IIb) Bonner 
Nine Coaches Waiting (1) Stewart 


NON-FICTION 
The Status Seekers (Ila) Packard 
For Plain (Ila) Golden 
The Years With Ross (Ila) Thurber 
Mine Enemy Grows Older (IIb) King 
Richard Nixon (Ila) 
Senator Joe McCarthy (Ila) 
Only America 
The House Intellect (Ila) 
Image America (Ila) 
The Great Impostor (Ila) 


Feb. 


May 


Best 


Wolfe could easily have stopped this murderous 
cedure, had wished so. 


excellent account given Wolfe’s attack 
Montcalm and the French forces September 
1759. Wolfe was killed during the battle; Montcalm 
mortally wounded, died the following day. 
surrendered Townshend September 18, 1759, 
Montreal held out until September 1760, when 
surrendered James Murray, another 
diers. Wolfe, meanwhile, had been buried England 
Greenwich, November 20, 1759. Based 
haustive research, Hibbert’s book reliable 
interesting, even “‘to the average reader.” 

Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 

Loyola University, 

Chicago, Illinois 


Dermout, Maria Yesterday 
Simon and Schuster. Sept. 118p. $3.00. 
Yesterday small book, beautifully written. isa 
fictional memoir the author’s girlhood Java 
about 1900. The whole book has dreamlike quality, 
that the actual life the girl, Rick, and her 
ings and imaginings blend into single pattern. Fact 
and imagination, good and evil, native superstition and 
color, all contribute evoke extraordinarily clear 
picture the lives the Dutch Colonials and the 
characters the individual persons involved. 


This not novel but real recapturing the author 
period her girlhood before she sent Holland 
for her more formal education. Papa, Aunt 
Nancy, Uncle Fred, the Old Gentleman, Urip the 
native servant once her nursemaid, Uncle Fred’s man 
servant Buyuong from Sumatra, are all seen through 
the eyes the young girl. amazing how Maria 
Dermout has captured the girl that she was—this was 
written when the author was 63. This not the past 
interpreted terms the present, youth explained 
the light adult understanding, but simple and 
beautifully colored tapestry period girlhood 
exotic world composed almost entirely adults and 


servants. 
Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Peck, Joseph H., M.D. What Next, Doctor 
Prentice-Hall. Aug. 31,1959. 209p. $3.50. (Ila) 


There seems growing tendency particularly 
among older physicians Muse-led into the field 
journalism. Some forsake medicine become 
thors: few quite successfully. Others the verge 
retirement, like Doctor Peck already retired from 
active practice, embellish their earlier experiences and, 
with literary license, elaborate upon their professional 
careers. The motivating force? Compulsion for self 
expression? Frustration? Avocation? Whatever the 
urge, there ever-patent background 
raphy. Doctor Peck’s latest book very much like the 
rest its kind. 

tells his first two years rough and tumble 
practice the medical supervisor railroad 
struction gang. His patients were exotic characters 
every description: derelicts, 
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prostitutes, ranchers, sheepherders and very primitive 
tribe Indians—the Gosiutes. 

Nine months the year the only connection had 
this isolated settlement, Ibapah, named the In- 
dians, with the civilized world was way the 
Western Pacific Railroad which crossed its northern 
Distances between habitations were formidably 
because there was nothing the salt desert flat- 
land western Utah that could classed road. 

was under such conditions, prior the first World 
War, that Doctor Peck enjoyed two very happy years. 
was Ibapah that encountered Mamie the pro- 
“The Blue Goose,” also train robbers, 
robber baron, wanderers and wastrels, tenderfoots and 
from the East, squaws and medicine men, wild 
horses, lizards, mad coyotes and unimagined duplicity. 
was there brought his intrepid bride who gave him 
enduring love, companionship and offspring. The chap- 
ter titled “Ruth Talking” vividly portrays the hard- 
she endured and is, think, the best chapter all. 


What Next, Doctor Peck? tale rural medical 
practice the turn the century. reminiscent 
the earlier nickelette “western”; bit wild and wooly 
Americana: medical autobiography narrated 
asalty, mildly profane, humorous style that will afford 
light, autumn evening, adult reading. 


William White, M.D., 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 


Perkin, Robert The First Hundred Years 
Doubleday. Aug. 624p. $5.95. 

Mr. Perkin’s staggering history Denver and the 
staunch Rocky Mountain News wild combination 
journalistic scholarship, Ring Lardner and Wyatt 
Earp. also about the most exciting centennial-duty 
prose reporter has ever come with. For Perkin, 
native Denverite and News staffer since 1937, must 
have been labor love. 

Much the color, course, provided the bare 
facts. Denver, gold rush shanty settlement lacking 
even the dignity name when William Byers 
founded the News, has been real Western city: there 
were Indian raids, gunslingers, floods, fires, Civil War 
battles, silver barons, glamor queens, scandals, the full 
cycle boom and bust. Even after civilization alleged- 
arrived, there were Harry Tammen and Fred Bonfils, 
who made the Denver Post one the most disreputable 
newspapers American history. 


The News, like Denver, has been and down, good 
and wicked. Its editors, Mr. Perkins points out, have 
“kidnaped, shot at, caned, pistol-whipped, hanged 
immortalized stain glass (Byers the dome 


state capitol). They have chased redskins, built 


founded universities, climbed moun- 
tains, and been clouted from the rear while walking 
was shot the street his mistress, 
Wielding pearl-handled revolver; another 
like Bonfils, Teapot Dome. Never dominant 
since the Post discovered its “lace panties” journalism 
forumla the turn the century, the News hung 
through the Depression until now one 
the stars the Scripps-Howard chain, among the top- 
tanking morning papers the nation. 
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accomplished name-dropper, Mr. Perkin has left 
nobody out this fascinating saga: John Chapman, 
Gene Fowler (who writes brief foreword), Eugene 
Field, Roy and Jack Howard, John Keats, muckracker 
George Creel, Katherine Anne Porter, Lowell Thomas, 
Allen Smith and Damon Runyon, all one-time 
Denver journalists, and naturally, the hoary leaders 
the News: Byers, William Loveland, Senator Tom Pat- 
terson, businessman John Shaffer, super-businessman 
Scripps, and finally Jack Foster, who has been 
editor for Scripps-Howard since 1941. 


Historian Perkin’s net result impressive, well-docu- 
mented with pictures and index, and likely entertain 
casual readers who have been closer Denver 


than Hoboken. 
James Arnold, 
Marquette University, 
College Journalism, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Brief Comment 


Shaw, Crime Giovanni Venturi 
Holt. Sept. 14,1959. 256p. $3.95. 

His small trattoria threatened with extinction, after 
thirty years, the opening hardly more than 100 feet 
away one chain gleaming new restaurants, 
Giovanni Venturi and his friend, the bookseller, evolve 
plan save the business the expense the URITI 
people. They are assisted happily eccentric old 
lady, who lives between the two establishments, and 
young cousin the bookseller. Things are compli- 
cated when Giovanni discovers the tomb Etruscan 
king and begins archaeological studies and when young 
Carlo decides wants marry. engaging novel 
this, which should make wonderfully funny movie, 
even serve basis for happy musical. 


Kelland, Clarence Buddington 
The Lady and the Giant 
Dodd, Mead. Sept. 246p. $3.50. 


1869 two noteworthy events rocked the somnolent 
village Syracuse, the finding the Cardiff Giant 
and the arrival the mysterious Madam Cissie Jane- 
way and her sinister butler, Oscar. Both events began 
influence the lives Orrin Applegate rather 
amatorily-obtuse young lawyer, and Lossie Fox, his 
hoydenish former playmate now developing into love- 
young woman anxious have Orrin woo and win 
her and not above taking the necessary measures 
ensure this end. Lossie and Orrin gradually discover 
that Madam Cissie and Oscar are bilking gullible 
bankers large sums loans secured bogus securi- 
ties and the impression that Madam the mistress 
noted national financier who settling large blocks 
stock upon her. They also participate the un- 
folding the hoax the Cardiff Giant. The climax 
comes when Orrin and Lossie hide the stolen money 
with “canawler” couple, Oscar killed, Madam ex- 
posed, Orrin “discovers” that loves Lossie, the money 
returned the bankers and everything works out 
typical Happy-ever-after ending. Definitely con- 
trived story, this light reading suitable for adults. 


upon 
aber 
‘Quebe 
759, but 
when 
ex. 


198 


Bronson, William 
The Earth Shook, the Sky Burned 
Doubleday. Sept. 13,1959. 192p. $5.95. (I) 


combination pictures and text tells again the 
story the San Francisco Earthquake April, 1906, 
and the resulting disastrous fire which wiped out almost 
the entire city. Cameras were then general use and 
the photographic record the disaster copious. 
There tendency repetitiousness the several 
divisions under which the author chooses recount 
the story, but the photographs are impressive. 


Curvers, Alex Tempo Roma 
McGraw-Hill. May 27, 1959. 328p. $4.50. (IIb) 
Summer doldrums account for the tardiness notice 
this rather uneven novel, translated Edward Hyams 
from the French Belgian author Curvers. The first- 
person narrator, identified only Jimmy, comes 
Rome from Milan penniless; but providentially gets 
job tourist guide, assisted his studies art his- 
tory and the friendship expatriate Britisher known 
Sir Craven. There are dozen off-beat characters 
complicate his life the beloved city, from which 
the end banished. The atmosphere the 
eternal city pervades all and the discriminating adult 
will likely enjoy reading about the city and some the 
curious folk contains. 


Durrell, Lawrence Stiff Upper Lip 
Dutton. Sept. 87p. $2.50. (I) 

This slim volume, illustrated Nicholas Bentley, con- 
tains nine more episodes life among the diplomats 
the embassy Vulgaria, which were intro- 
duced Esprit Corps. The stories are funny enough 
themselves, but the writing them raises them well 
above ordinary fiction. There much wit the 
style the story; and page after page contains fresh- 
turned phrases that delight the eye. 


Baner, Skulda Voice the Lute 
Longmans. Aug. 26,1959. 218p. $3.50. (IIa) 

American girl Swedish parentage suddenly, 
due the death her beloved father, transported 
from the Dakotas back Sweden companion-secre- 
tary the famed ballad singer Svalan. The antagonism 
between Svalan and the lutist Stig Molen further 
sharpened when Embla Fager meets and falls love 
with Stig and finds mystery surrounding herself 
which she addressed Mariana. The affectionate 
description Stockholm and the Swedish country- 
side will make readers wish see for themselves this 
wondrous country, and the romantic story will charm 
them from beginning end. The poetic style and the 
appreciation color throughout this beautifully writ- 
ten novel all the more extraordinary since Mme. 
Baner has been blind for several years. 


Vaughan, Agnes 
The House the Double Axe 
Doubleday. Sept. 3,1959. 240p. $5.95. 


absorbingly interesting summary deductions from 
the archaeological excavations Knossos Crete, 


Mrs. Carr’s book prepared primarily for the 
reader rather than the specialist. All the more 
then, that drawings the ground plan the 
the Minoan priest-kings should have been 
The photographic illustrations are adequate, 
captioned; but they cannot supply for the help 
and drawings would have offered. The amazingly 
vanced civilization which flourished Crete thoy 
sand years before Homer was also amazingly 
and stupid its religious cults, deductions about the 
serpent and dove worship are valid. 


Marx, Groucho 
Bernard Geis Associates. 

Julius Henry (alias Groucho) Marx insists that has 
written this autobiography without benefit ghost 
amanuensis. continually amusing, often highly 
exaggerated and not too revealing account Alger. 
like rise from poverty the two-Cadillac class through 
diligent work combined with dogged talent for 
comedy. Many Mr. Marx’s observations the 
rent scene and attitudes are sound and sane. 
will sell hugely part the plan the Bernard Geis 
Associates, who not only publish books but see 
that the books get maximum plugging and radio, 
well other media. Groucho’s fans, however, will 
not complain being cheated bamboozled. 
funny book often enough warrant the entry price. 


The Breaking Bumbo 
Sept. 1959. 179p. $3.50. 


Bumbo Bailey managed through Eton spite 
his middle-class background, then decided, though 
convinced pacifist, into the army, try for com 
mission, and eventually assigned the Wellington 
Guards. Trying hold his end one the 
fashionable Guards-officers, finds himself drinking 
too much, getting into trouble with his superiors, and 
into entanglements with the amoral young ladies 
the debutante set. When the Suez Canal affair arises, 
Bumbo tries enlist his men movement protest 
and refuse fight. pretty much sad sack 
officer and man; his thinking fuzzy and 
dizzy most every evening. The author went 
Eton, served the Guards and seems have made 
this more less autobiographical. It’s all rather too 
British attract sales readers, least this side 


the Big Ditch. 


Sinclair, Andrew 
Simon and Schuster. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Associate Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 

book Specially Recommended 

book Recommended 

Beverly Jean and Johnny 

Morrow. Aug. 19,1959. 284p. $2.95. 

Like the author’s unique Fifteen, this honest, warm- 

hearted and revealing its presentation the social. 

uncertainties the young adolescent girl—even not 

quite outstanding. Jean was years old but could 
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pass for 13, wore glasses and could not dance, and pre- 
ferred part group rather than its leader. 
Asked dance good-looking senior party she 
was watching “spectator sport,” she began awkward- 
and even reluctantly pursue the boy. One broken 
date did not disillusion her; took “stand-up” 
the girls’ choice dance which she had invited Johnny 
open her eyes and show her that Johnny inde- 
pendent pal Homer, who preferred racing pigeons 
dancing, was more comfortable with. Sound 
its personal values, touching its revelation adoles- 
cent self-consciousness and uncertainty, and helpful 
its implied warning things not do, this first-rate 


junior-high material. 


leth, August 
The Mill Creek Special 
Detectives 


Duell. Aug. 18,1959. 204p. $3.50. 


How two teen-age adventure-seeking boys can become 
deeply involved affairs during very short vacation 
the country, one can more less understand. 
the farm outside Sac Prairie, however, even grown-ups 
like Great-uncle Joe, Great-aunt Lou and Gus Elker, 
the Justice the Peace himself, become implicated 
land the boys and themselves the local jail. 
And all this over the strange, mysterious behavior 
nearby farmer, one Jake Riley, toward his going-on- 
sixteen, lovely stepdaughter Molly. Banded together 
into team special detectives with Grandfather 


‘Adams honorary member, the two boys, Steve Gren- 


don and Sim Jones (first met The Moon Tenders, 
1958), finally help track down and solve the problem 
perplexing the good country people. The plot thickens 
and bubbles with imagination, and August Derleth 
does fine job sketching backwoods section 
Wisconsin. includes just few and very brief, but 
excellent, descriptions that part the country, in- 
some sage advice and maxims here and there, but 
injects enough humor also make the descriptions and 
grandfatherly advice palatable. This book which 
junior-high adventure-seekers and mystery lovers will 


not readily put down. 
Sister Emma, SS.C.M., 
Andrean High School, 
Gary, Indiana 


Dobler, Lavinia Black Gold Titusville 
Everett Raymond Dodd. Summer, 
174p. $3.00. 

The year 1959, the centenary year “Drake’s Folly” 
which marked the finding the famous first oil well 
Pennsylvania, seems appropriate for publishing this 
well written historical tale for junior high. The farm- 
ing valley Crawford County well described; the 
incidents the story are based documentary history 
with the exception the fictitious Scott Caldwell, 
young boy more interested oil and tools than 
farming. Through Scott, the author shows the op- 
Position and ridicule which Colonel Edwin Drake, 
the area, was subjected because tried 
the primitive Indian’s method skim- 
ming the oil from the top Oil Creek. addition, 
there delightful family story woven around the 
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development Titusville, which the illustrator has 
further added his attractive pen and ink drawings. 
The book can used advantageously supplementary 
reading Pennsylvania history, well for enter- 
tining free reading. 


Sister Angelisse, 
West Central Catholic High School, 
Kingston, Pennsylvania 


Dodge, Bertha That Changed the World 
Henry Kane. Little. Aug. 20, 1959. 183p. 
Though the title seems bit grandiose, the account 
plant searching, transplanting and utilization con- 
trolled, commercial basis both interesting and signi- 
ficant. True, some the plants are less vital than 
others world health and/or living, i.e., 
could get along without chocolate, pleasant 
the consumer and indispensable the confectioner. 
Also, the initial account the attmpet transplant 
breadfruit across world Sir Joseph Banks wanders 
off into the experiences Bligh and the Bounty and 
never quite makes clear the fact that the plant has be- 
come staple food the tropics. Nevertheless, since 
the author’s purpose this chapter apparently 
honor Banks the pioneer plant hunter whose con- 
tacts with the Hookers the Royal Botanic Gardens 
Kew resulted the introduction quinine and 
rubber into plantations over the British Empire, this 
chapter has definite place the narrative. The story 
quinine has been told many times before, but the 
account here worth reading, that rubber. 
Less frequently come upon are the modern histories 
chaulmoogra oil, manila hemp rope, carnauba palm 
wax and—only touched upon here—rauwolfia. fair- 
comprehensive bibliography, with titles starred for 
young people’s reading, plus index, completes the book. 
For the would-be botanist, doctor, just intelligently 
curious individual, this good introductory material. 


Finney, Gertrude Stormy Winter 
Decorations Don Lambo. Longman. Sept. 1959. 
246p. $3.50. 

young-adult novel whose setting San Juan Island, 
off the coast Washington and British Columbia, and 
whose period the pre-Civil War era when both Great 
Britain and the United States claimed the site. Thanks 
the obscure phraseology the 1846 agreement be- 
tween the two powers, these nations maintained off- 
and-on-again garrisons, the inhabitants did not dare 
put down roots, and the Haida Indians made things 
lively frequent raids and vengeance murders. Most 
the white men, British and Americans alike, took 
Indian wives, and for while looked like Stormy 
Winters, lately fled from Maine because saw his 
sweetheart there another man’s arms, would marry 
Haida princess. However, the Indian girl’s tribe re- 
called her and before Stormy could find her again there 
appeared the scene Cathy, his old love, eager and 
ready marry him. Stormy made the best bad 
situation but was many years and several children 
later before Cathy replaced the Haida girl his affec- 
tions. 
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Prudently realistic treatment mature subject puts 
the book level for older adolescents. the 
local historical background makes particularly inter- 
esting for Puget Sound readers, the international stale- 
mate and fumbling policy which attended the establish- 
ment one our national boundaries makes good 
general reading. The plot rambles, the characters are 
lightly sketched, but the description the country- 
side, the lives and mores the early settlers, and the 
customs the Haida Indians are fresh and absorbing. 
least one historical figure introduced, George 
Pickett, who remembered for the famous and disas- 
trous “Pickett’s Charge” later led during the Civil 
War. 


Fred Recollection Creek 
Revised for young people; pictures Carl Burger. Harper. 
Sept. 2,1959. 248p. $2.95. 

The place was Texas but could have been any section 
rural America; the boys were Hopper and Jay 
Creech, nine- and ten-year-old cousins, but they were 
blood relations Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn. The 
time was one year their lives when they were “more 
themselves than any other time between birth and 
death.” The burned schoolhouse had not yet been 
rebuilt and the boys had time and opportunity for all 
the pure devilment Jay could think and Hopper 
could imitate. Not surprising, then, that they em- 
barked far-flung schemes get rich with the help 
shiftless non-settler, raided watermelon patches 
and fruit wagons—and paid the price full—spied 
18-year-old Sis and her cowboy beau with temporary 
profit, “lost” three Uncle Wiley’s toes, and observed 
with awe and wonder Grandpa’s disastrous feud with 
turkey gobbler. The most casual their contacts 
was with Aaron Blood, lonely, silent, anti-social adult, 
who repaid their acceptance him with full coopera- 
tion and munificent generosity. Most the episodes 
are hilarious, some are moving, but all typify the genus 
boy his most inventive and wide-eyed. The tone 
never condescending, and though the attitude the 
adult storyteller eminently sound there unctious- 
ness his recital the come-uppance each petty 
malefactor receives. Girls will enjoy this much 
their junior-senior high school brothers. 


*Gunther, John 

Meet the Congo and Its Neighbors 
Grisha. Harper. Sept. 1959. 160p., map. 
spite pygmies, giants, Mount Kilimanjaro and Dr. 
Schweitzer, this third volume the the World” 
series not quite lively its predecessors North 
and South Africa. Perhaps the political situation not 
pressing and explosive the Belgian Congo, Ruanda- 
Urundi, French Equatorial Africa, the Cameroons, 
Tanganyika, Uganda and the Sudan. Nevertheless, the 
author makes very clear that the European powers are 
treading softly these African colonies today and have 
adopted far-reaching policies their regard. One 
the more interesting phases the book the analysis 
these policies: general, the author approves Great 
Britain’s rather than those France and Belgium. 
the earlier volumes, brief accounts are found dis- 


coverers and early development, political, social 
economic conditions, and always the educational 
segregational status. The chapter Dr. 
seems little disillusioning comparison with Frede. 
rick Franck’s realistic Days with Albert 
(Holt, 1959). High schools will want the book 
knowledgable author make solid addition sty. 
dents’ understanding trouble spot potentially dap. 
gerous for world peace. 


Meyer, Edith Patterson Champions Peace 
Illustrated Eric von Schmidt. Little. July 14, 
216p. $3.50. 

the individuals and organizations awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize since 1901, are described here, 
perhaps illustrate the many ways which the prob 
lem peace among nations may approached. Three 
these, “the pioneers,” are grouped the opening 
chapter: Jean Henri Dunant, founder the Inter 
national Red Cross, Frederic Passy, founder the 
League Peace, and Sir William Randal Cremer, pro 
moter international arbitration. later chapter 
considers the humanitarian pacifists, Jane Adams, 
olas Murray Butler, Norman Angell, and Carol von 
Ossietzky. Similarly, the work the International 
Committee the Red Cross and the British and 
American Friends Service Committees are included 
one chapter because thier common 
ample,” illustrated their relief work. Separate 
chapters are devoted respectively Baroness von 
tner, early writer and organizer peace societies 
Theodore Roosevelt, who believed peace through 
strength and arbitration; Woodrow Wilson, for his 
efforts behalf the League Nations; Fridtjof Nan- 
sen, who supported the League Nations and 
formed remarkable feats behalf prisoners war 
and displaced persons; Ralph Bunche, 
mediator for the United Nations; Albert Schweitzer, 
for living his personal philosophy reverence for life 
and universal brotherhood; and Lester Pearson, for his 
work behalf the U.N. and N.A.T.O., well 
for his mediation the Suez crisis. the case the 
individuals mentioned, the pattern similar for each: 
brief overview his youth, with fuller treatment for 
his field specialization. The facts presented are 
stimulating, the accounts readable. Appendices quote 
the section Alfred Nobel’s will which established 
the prize, the official regulations for awarding it, and 
brief information about all the winners, 1901-1958. 


Mitchell, Elyne The Silver Brumby 
Illustrated Sam Savitt and Ralph Thompson. Dutton. 
Aug. 31, 1959. $2.95. 

native Australian writes with freshness and zest the 
story wild palomino from birth finale escape 
from would-be capturers. Because the stallion was 
“creamy” was easily observed and particularly 
sired, but because was unusually cunning and fleet 
foot was able steal palomino mare from the 
hunters and trick other stallions out their herds and 
finally escape from the human hunters into hidden 
valley. sure were these hunters his destruction 
final, desperate chase, that his later appearances 
were charged campfire legends. The description 
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the Australian mountain country, the 
fauna, and the episodes the horse’s adventure- 
some existence are well handled and times make 
exciting reading. The chapter heading drawings 
Australian wild life Ralph Thompson are decorative 
and informative. There short glossary Australian 
terms, incomplete however the absence the title 
word “brumby” indicates. Questionable the con- 
attributed the horses, the knowledge 
the great stallion what the white men were saying 
about him, his reasoning powers, and the repeated re- 
turn his dam warn him about herd and human 
plans. Youthful fans the horse story will probably 
not disturbed such details and instead will enjoy 
the picture animal life the book provides. 


Montgomery, Rutherford 

Saddlebag Tales; Collection Stories 

Western Writers America 
Dodd. July 20,1959. 239p. $3.00. 
Spirited short stories, each different from the one 
before the palominos, roans, sorrells, stallions and 
broncos they tell about. are they all horse tales. 
“When the Trail Divides” about bear; Lhasa” 
features yak; one two others introduce hound 
packs and cattle herds, bandits and riders 
and roundups, male and female, young and old, make 
interesting character studies, the best being brought out 
all, the bad going the way the good, the unsure 
discovering and finding himself, and finally coming into 
his own. Abbott, Dorothy Johnson, 
and Stephen Payne are four the dozen 
more writers whose yarns are enhanced here single, 
Neither subtle nor profound, but entertaining for the 


cowboy devotee. 
Sister Emma, SS.C.M. 


Ruth Painter 

July 242p., photogs. $3.50. 
The author the distinguished adult biography, Mary 
lincoln: Biography Marriage, has written the story 
Mary Todd Lincoln for young people around the 
same theme that the earlier book, the mutual 
devotion and happiness each other which colored 
the Lincolns’ married life. Since Mary’s life, not 
Abraham’s, she writing, the first chapters deal factu- 
and carefully with the childhood the little 
Kentuckian wealthy, established family. During 
these years spent under the strict supervision un- 
sympathetic stepmother Mrs. Randall finds the roots 
the insecurity she believes eventually wrecked Mary’s 
Otherwise, the girl shown have been 
charming, intelligent, kind-hearted and, for those times, 
mildly unconventional person. Any doubts about the 
her marriage with the gaunt, penniless 
lawyer were his mind, not hers. Gradually, 
owever, the stresses domestic and social life, par- 
during the goldfish-bowl days the White 
House, preyed upon her, the migraine headaches un- 
nown her youth appeared more and more frequent- 
the hysterical outbreaks and the irrational fear 
Poverty accompanied reckless spending took over. 


Mary 
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small part the breakdown, the author maintains, 
was contributed two bad accidents she suffered, 
well the deaths two her children and the 
assassination her husband. The Herndon libels, in- 
cluding the Ann Rutledge legend, come for thor- 
ough airing. But there attempt whitewash 
Mrs. Lincoln’s personality, since the facts that are docu- 
mented are openly described. Rather, this ex- 
planation the causes these facts. The result not 
only vindication Mary Todd Lincoln but illu- 
minating study and tender love story. 


Ringwood, Gwen Pharis Younger Brother 
Longmans. 213p. $3.50. 

14-year-old boy, left behind when his parents are 
called away briefly from their Alberta ranch, comes 
grips with himself, the hired hands and the stock, 
this capably written, convincing story. The loneli- 
ness young Brandt Merrill’s life stemmed from his 
older brother’s death World War ,and from the 
haunting memory his having failed his brother when 
the latter was stricken with appendicitis and Brandt 
had been afraid ride for doctor. Now, when 
pack killer dogs runs some his father’s sheep over 
cliff, leaving lamb stranded the chasm, part- 
compensate for the earlier cowardice that the boy 
attempts rescue the animal. Himself rescued 
Hank, one the hired men—whom admires great- 
ly—Brandt discovers that Hank slaughtering stolen 
beef for the black market, crime for which Blood 
Indian being held. While the pace the big scene 
which Brandt’s problems are resolved little slow, 
the solution itself thoroughly satisfactory for the 
boy and his readers. Consistently told from the boy’s 
point view, and very sympathetic its appreciation 
the deep-seated insecurities which can plague adoles- 
cence. 


Peter-Thomas 
Girl and Her Teens 
Bruce. Aug. 28,1959. 123p. $2.35, paper $1.25. 


Carmelite retreatmaster, whose conferences must 
very successful indeed they surpass the friendly ap- 
proach and cogent reasoning these brief chapters, 
offers here positive program for teen-age girls” (sub- 
with the premise that God wishes each 
individual saint, discusses sin, sex, confes- 
sion, love neighbor, obedience, vocation, love vs. in- 
fatuation, choosing husband, the lay apostolate, and 
devotion Our Lady. final catchall chapter offers 
sage paragraphs such topics hours for getting 
home night, work, responsibility, drinking, reading, 
popularity and choosing friends. All topics are intro- 
duced easily and informally, with apt illustrations and 
occasional attention-jolting phrase, e.g., “The girl has 
stars her eyes—and rocks her head,” and “If you 
want train things, get baby lion—you’ll have more 
success that, than training husband.” Because 
the problems takes are common most girls and 

ecause assures them consistently his admiration 
for them, well because has kept his book short 
and his advice within their experience, this should 
popular and rewarding purchase. 
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Lenora Mattingly Bright Star Falls 
Crowell. Aug. 17,1959. 260p. $3.00. 

spite the number Beany Malone stories which 
have appeared date, their appeal does not stale and 
their plots not repeat themselves. the latest the 
author uses climax the death lovable Rosellen 
Kern, the radiant polio victim who wanted everybody 
around her happy and whom her associates 
were devoted return. was Rosellen who thought 
the new column for the high school paper when the 
principal called its editor, Beany, try for wider 
student participation and more serious articles. was 
her example which brought Miggs out her hyper- 
sensitive state and made the brassy Dulcie kinder and 
more thoughtful. And was her death which made 
her brother Andy, Beany’s particular friend, bitter and 
reckless. And taught Beany that there time talk 
and time still, when Johnny, the pride and hope 
the Malones, seemed about throw himself away 
cheap, vine-clinging, bare-faced opportunist. The 
overall tone wholesome, the family atmosphere 
warm, the boy-girl relationships casual and sound, 
the earlier Beany books. Old friends the 
youngest Malone will eager see this new volume 
and will regret that chronicles Beany’s last year 
Harkness High. 


Winders, Gertrude Hecker Sam Colt and His Gun 
Story-Biography the man whose gun with revolving 
chambers said have won the West. Born 1814, 
described keenly interested firearms from 
early boyhood and ,although extraordinarily capable 
many phases mechanics and science (even the 
extent raising money with traveling show 
putting laughing gas demonstrations), his first and 
only love was weapons. had whittled 
wooden model gun with six revolving cylinders. 
The first company formed produce the gun failed. 
Government ordnance men remained cool its adop- 
tion. Only after demonstrated success Florida, 
Texas and the West, chiefly against Indians, did the 
Army accept it. that time foreign powers were buy- 
ing heavily. During the Civil War his revolver was 
called the principal weapon the Northern Army, 
with Colt muskets, rifles and revolving rifles playing 
only second place. Their inventor died very rich 
man, honored many European rulers, and the com- 
pany founded still exists Hartford today. His 
story simply and directly told. While the man’s 
whole personality not revealed, his ingenuity, per- 
sistence and energy show through clearly. The book 
makes good reading for grades six through nine, thanks 
the author’s thoughtfulness explaining the few 
technical terms she has found necessary use. 
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Yarmolinsky, Avrahm Road Revolution (Ila) 
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Anders, Kurt 
Anderson, Maxwell 
Anouilh, Jean 
Apollonius Rhodes 
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Coen, Franklin Night the Quarter Moon (IIb) 
Cole, Geography and World Affairs (Ila) 
Coleridge, Selected Poems 
Colum, Padraic Myths the World (Ila) 
Congdon, Don Sensual Love (IIb) 
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Conrad, Joseph Youth 
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Dawson, Peter The Savages (Ila) 
Defoe, Daniel Moll Flanders (III) 
Delman, David The Hard Sell (IV) 
Dietrich, Robert The House Street (IIb) 
Disney, Doris Miles Too Innocent Kill (1) 
Dodge, David Angel’s Ransom (Ila) 
Dos Passos, John Manhattan Transfer (IIb) 
Doyle, Arthur Conan 
The Hound the Baskervilles 
Dreiser, Theodore Sister Carrie (IIb) 
Drew, Elizabeth Poetry (1) 
Dryer, Bernard The Image Makers (IIb) 
Dunbar, Flanders, M.D. 
Your Child’s Mind and Body 
Duncan, Peter Sweet Cheat (IV) 
Edel, Leon Literary Biography (Ila) 
Edwards, Samuel The Naked Maja (IIb) 
Eiseley, Loren The Immense Journey (Ila) 
Ellison, Hal Stairway Nowhere (IIb) 
Epstein, Isidore Judaism (Ila) 
Everett, Wade Fort Starke (Ila) 
Fairservis, Walter A., Jr. 
The Origins Oriental Civilization (Ila) 
Fandel, John Testament (Ila) 
Feldt, Cdr. Eric The Coast Watchers (Ila) 
Fen, Elisaveta (trans.) Chekov Plays 
Ferber, Edna Ice Palace (Ila) 
Ferber, Richard The Raiders (I) 
Ferrier, Winifred Kathleen Ferrier 
Feuer, Lewis (ed.) Marx and Engels (IIb) 
Finney, Jack The Third Level 
Flaubert, Gustave Madame Bovary (III) 
Flores, Angel (ed.) 
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Fox, Norman Badlands Beyond (1) 
Freedman, Mrs. Mike (IIb) 
Fuller, William Tight Squeeze (IIb) 
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Giffman, Erving 
The Presentation Self Every-Day Life (Ila) 
Golden, Harry Only America (Ila) 
Golding, William Lord the Flies (III) 
Goodman, Paul History the Jews 
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Gruber, Frank Outlaw 
Haggin, The Listener’s Musical Companion (1) 
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Hall, Oakley Warlock 
Halliday, Bret Dead Man’s Diary (IIb) 
Halliday, Bret Dividend Death (IIb) 
Halliday, Bret Marked for Murder (IIb) 
Halliday, Brett Murder and the Wanton Bride (IIb) 
Halliday, Brett (ed.) Murder Miami (IIb) 
Hastings Rochford Pattern Scripture (1) 
Haycox, Ernest Trail Town 
Hayes, Joseph The Hours After Midnight (Ila) 
Heinrich, Willi Crack Doom (IIb) 
Henry, Will Reckoning Yankee Flat 
Herlihy Noble Blue Denim (IIb) 
Highsmith, Patricia The Talented Mr. Ripley (Ila) 
Hitchcock, Alfred Thirteen More Stories (Ila) 
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Two Great Plays (Ila) 
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Flower Growing for Shows 
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The Line-Up (IIb) 

Piers the Ploughman (Ila) 
The Wonderful Country 
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Read, Herbert The Meaning Art (Ila) 
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Russell, Bertrand 
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Sandburg, Carl The Fiery Trail 
Sanderson, Douglas Mark Murder (Ila) 
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Schonfield, Hugh The Bible Was Right 
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Shakespeare, William You Like 
Shakespeare, William Macbeth 
Shakespeare, William Midsummer Night’s Dream 
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Shiflet, Kenneth The Valiant Strain (1) 
Shirreffs, Gordon The Last Train from Gun Hill (1) 
Shirreffs, Gordon The Lonely Gun 
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Short, Luke Brand Empire 
Short, Luke Marauder’s Moon 
Shulman, Max The Feather Merchants (IIb) 
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Simenon, Georges Case Emergency (III) 
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Slaughter, Frank Daybreak (Ila) 
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Smith, Allen Write Poem Baby 
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Wellman, Paul Ride the Red Earth (IIb) 
Wells, Death the Desert 
Werfel, Franz Embezzled Heaven (Ila) 


Page 


Author Title and Classification 
West, Ruth The Teen-age Diet Book 
White, Stewart Edward Ranchero (1) 
Whitman, Black Rock Valley 
Whitman, Walt 

Complete Poetry and Selected Prose (IIb) 
Whitman, Walt Selected Poems (I) 
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Isaac The Clock Live On* 
Ault, Phil This the Desert* 
Baker, Rachel 

America’s First Trained Nurse, Linda Richards* 
Becker, Beril Mechanical Man 
Beiser, Arthur Our Earth 
Chipperfield, Joseph Wolf Badenoch 
Clark, Roger Ride the White Tiger 
Cleary, Beverly Jean and Johnny* 
Clymer Erlich Modern American Career Women 
Coleman, Pauline Not 


Jeremy Craven* 


Collin-Smith, Joyce 
Discovering Chemistry** 


Cooper, Elizabeth 
Craig, Bradford 
How Finance College Education 


Dahl, Borghild Stowaway America 
Derleth, August 
The Mill Creek Irregulars: Special Detectives 
Dobler, Lavinia Black Gold Titusville 
Dodge, Bertha Plants That Changed the World 
Eby, Lois Patty Lynn: Daughter the Rangers 
Elwell Richardson Science and the Doctor* 
Fenyo,Eva Guided Tour Through Space and Time 
Finney, Gertrude Stormy Winter 
Gipson, Fred Recollection Creek** 
Gunther, John Meet the Congo and Its Neighbors* 
Hager, Alice Washington Secretary 
Haycraft, Molly Too Near the Throne 
Herron, Edward Wings Over Alaska 
Hubbard, Margaret Ann Sister Simon’s Murder Case 
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